Eimeria maxima: isolation of gametocytes and their immunogenicity in mice, rabbits, and chickens.
Eimeria maxima gametocytes were isolated from infected chicken intestinal tissue by treatment with hyaluronidase and subsequent filtration through polymon filters. The isolated gametocytes were analyzed by microscopical and biochemical methods and shown to be highly enriched. The antigenicity of the gametocytes was analyzed in mice, rabbits, and chickens by ELISA and indirect immunofluorescence. Contrary to published results, we have found gametocytes to be highly immunogenic in all animals tested.